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the Governor’s attitude. Secondly, it called for the setting 

up of anti-war committees throughout the State Holiday 

Association to carry on the anti-war work among the men 
and women of North Dakota. Thirdly, it strongly condemned 

war, militarization, and the Federal expenditure of $1,300,000 

to build 20 new armories in North Dakota. 
5. The work of the women in their formal and informal 

sessions educated them to the extent that they gave inspir- 

ing support to the men, and became one of the most for- 
midable rank and file blocs with which the official lead- 
ership had to reckon. 

6. And lastly, our work among these women and the ex- 
perience of the Convention has molded them into a power- 
ful fighting force to carry on work in their home commu- 

nities where heretofore the women have taken practically 
no active part in the militant activities of the Holiday Asso- 
ciation. Only one of these women was a Party member, few 

of them had ever attended a Convention before, and practi- 
cally none of them had ever spoken out in a meeting or a 
committee. Farm women are, as a rule, more backward than 

city women, rarely even attending meetings, intellectually 
ignored by the men, and limited in activity by custom and 
convention to the burdensome routine of household tasks. 

This experience should demonstrate the importance of 

carrying on work among the women simultaneously with the 
men, not only from the point of view of the strategic im- 
portance in this particular Convention, but from the point 

of view of the rich possibilities in this work for gaining 

new forces and of strengthening the militant mass fight 
for rank and file demands throughout the country. 

Build the American League Against 
War and Fascism! 

By F. B. 

HE August First and Third demonstrations in hundreds 

of communities, all over the country, brought thousands 

of workers, professionals, farmers, white and Negro, into 
the streets, united in their determination to intensify the 
struggle against war, in defense of Ethiopia, in defense of 
the Soviet Union and the Chinese people; against the fever- 

ish war preparations, and manufacture of munitions in the 
United States. 

The demonstration in Harlem (New York), especially 

showed the readiness of the masses to broaden out the 
united front. Negro organizations, innumerable branches of 
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the American League Against War and Fascism, peace or- 

ganizations, church congregations, student organizations, 

marched in the long stream together with Communist work- 
ers and Socialist workers. The participation of the white 
workers and professionals showed concretely to the Negro 
masses of Harlem the need of a broad united front between 
the white and Negro masses in the struggle against war and 
fascism. 

The demonstrations of August First and Third must be 
considered as the first step in the development of the broad- 
est campaign against war that shall include millions of the 
American people (trade unions, Negro organizations, pro- 

fessionals, farmers, etc.). The anti-war struggle must not 

remain limited to the neighborhoods, but must more deeply 

penetrate and involve the mass organizations; it must in- 
volve the workers in the mills and mines, and especially the 
masses of longshoremen, marine and transport workers. 

In the next month, the working class of America will 
have raised its voice higher and more insistently against 
fascist aggression on Ethiopia; against the war preparations 
of Japan and fascist Germany; and within our own country 
against the continuous increase of armaments at the ex- 
pense of the masses of workers employed at coolie wages, 

and the unemployed on starvation relief. 

The next demonstrations and anti-war struggles, follow- 

ing up August First and Third, must embrace even larger 

multitudes of people united in common struggle against war 
and fascism. These must be prepared by a more intensive 
campaign. The docks must now be our main places of con- 
centration. We must learn from which ports munitions are 

being shipped to Italy, to Japan, and bring about a stoppage 
of these shipments. 

Throughout the various cities on the Atlantic and Pacific 
coasts, concrete plans must be worked out for the winning 
of the longshoremen and all marine workers to the anti-war 

cause. 
The American League Against War and Fascism has 

grown to be a powerful mass organization, embracing hun- 

dreds of thousands of workers and professionals, organized 

in trade unions, in fraternal orders, in church organizations. 

It is the Ameican League which must become the main 

instrument, the most powerful instrument for the mobili- 

zation and organization of the broadest masses under the 

banner of struggle against fascism, against new military 

slaughter, for the defense of the Soviet Union. The American 

League must become one of the main bulwarks for peace. 

Our Party did its utmost at the beginning to build the 

American League. Yet in many places recently we notice a 

certain slump. In many centers where forces were assigned 
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to work unitedly with the other elements of the American 
League in a united effort to build it up, these forces have 

been either reduced or assigned to some other task. 
The shifting of forces in the mass organizations does 

not help the organizations that we want to build. This is 
the case with the American League Against War and Fas- 

cism. Today more than ever before, the Party is conscicus 
of the tremendous role that the American League must 

play in developing the struggle against fascism and war. 
For this reason there cannot be any delay in any center 

in assigning a certain number of forces to become the driv- 

ing force in building the League. In Districts with hun- 
dreds of thousands of Party members, there is no excuse for 
neglect in placing forces at the disposal of the League. 

These forces are being requested everywhere. The example 

given up to date by the Communists in the American League 

Against War and Fascism has demonstrated to the non- 

Communists in this organization our sincerity in building the 
united front, and they are asking for more help. 

The work of a few Party members in the leading com- 
mittees is not enough. Today there are hundreds of Party 

members and sympathizers in many of the working class 

organizations. All these forces must be orientated toward 
drawing the various organizations in which they are active, 

into the campaigns of the American League. 

Communists Must Be Best Fighters Against War 

The Third Congress of the American League is approach- 

ing. It will be held in a period in which a new world 

slaughter is approaching and a robber war against Ethiopia 

will probably already have been started. Already today, 
our Party everywhere—on a District and Section scale— 

must thoroughly discuss the problems of the League, and 
concretely decide upon the steps that will help the League 
to embrace larger and larger organized masses. District 
Bureaus and Section Bureaus should within the next few 
weeks place on their agenda a review of the status of the 
American League in their particular territory, and decide 

upon those measures that will bring immediate effective 
assistance to the League, 

We Communists must continue to show to the masses 
that are streaming in under the banner of the American 
League Against War and Fascism that we are the most 
loyal, sincere fighters against war and fascism. We must 
show them that we are the real driving force of the move- 
ment, and in this way, by our example, create new enthu- 
siasm, new impetus for the masses to march forward. 

The organizational decisions and the carrying out of 
these decisions will be the decisive force in concretizing the 
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line of the Party in the building of the American League 
Against War and Fascism as a bulwark of the American 
toiling masses in their struggle against war and fascism. 

How the Meat Strike Started in 
Hamtramck 

By Section Organizer, Section 8, District 7 

HE Party Section Committee was aware of the high 

cost of necessary commodities of life, and the sentiment 

of the people against it. Early in June when our Section 
Committee discussed the three month plan of work we 
made it a point to fight against the high price of meat. It 

was decided to call a conference of all women’s organizations 

to take up the question of meat, but the conference was 
delayed from one week to another. Finally the Section Com- 

mittee assigned one comrade of the Section to attend the 

meeting of the working women of Hamtramck, to convince 
the women that action must be taken. There was some 
pessimism expressed that our group was too small and that 
it would be too big a job to undertake because of the in- 
sufficient forces in our organization. Some of our people 
believed that the people of Hamtramck would not support 
the strike movement. 

Party and non-Party women were called to the Section 
Committee meeting, and we planned with them the calling 
of a mass meeting. A committee of women comrades and 

non-Party members issued five thousand leaflets calling for 
a mass meeting on Friday, July 19, 1935, at the Polish 

Falcons Hall. The leaflets were issued in the name of the 
Provisional Women’s Committee Against the High Cost of 
Living, and were distributed by five women and six men 
who went from house to house knocking at the door ex- 
plaining the purpose of the meeting, and asking the people 
how they felt about the high cost of meat. The general 

opinion of the workers. was that something must be done 
against the high cost of meat. 

The housewives’ response to this meeting was very good, 
about 400 women attending; an announcement was also 

made through the Polish hour radio W.M.B.C. 
At this meeting twenty-five women volunteered to serve 

on the Committee of Action. Resolutions adopted to protest 

the high cost of meat were sent to President Roosevelt and 
Secretary of Agriculture, Mr. Wallace, demanding action in 
order to reduce the cost of living. A resolution was also 




